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https://www.consecrationtostjoseph.org/
https://www.praymorenovenas.com/st-joseph-novena
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://yearofstjoseph.org/


GRANDPARENTS' DAY



KNOWING 
THE PRIEST



THOUGHTS ON 
BEING WELCOME

EMAIL: Yes, I’m starting with email. Last Fall I was headed on a relaxing weekend away at the beach for the
weekend (staying inside or sitting on the deck listening to the waves, not being reckless!) so I went on to
MassTimes.org to find myself a Church for Sunday. I always prepare ahead of time, but it’s even more important to
do so now with limited capacity and reservations. This Church requires reservations via Sign-Up Genius – which
wasn’t working, so I called the parish (no answer) before emailing. I got this in immediate response: 

PHONE: What’s it like calling your parish? Does a live person answer the phone? Do you have to listen to a long
message about Mass times (sometimes from Easter or Ash Wednesday or Christmas), emergency info, and the
entire staff directory before you even get to a place where you might direct yourself to a person? Do most people
hang up before they get to the correct individual? When someone needs to speak to a member of your staff, how
easy is it? If you don’t know, I’d recommend calling to find out what happens. 

IN-PERSON: Many places have reduced hours because of Covid-19 restrictions. Are they advertised? Do you have
any hours when people can come in the office? Are your preferred restrictions indicated on the door? Masks?
Distance? Do you prefer appointments right now? Is there a way to have a Mass said, schedule a Baptism, begin
Marriage Prep, or prepare for a Funeral? One of my favorite authors/researchers, Brené Brown, says: “To be clear
is kind, to be unclear is unkind.” I use this phrase in all areas of life … and it applies here too. 



SMALL CATHOLIC
‘WATER DROPS’

https://catholicvoiceomaha.com/new-strategies-help-parishes-evangelize-connect-during-pandemic/


RCIA 
MENTORSHIP

PROGRAM

https://transformyourparish.com/2020/10/19/belonging/
https://www.arkansas-catholic.org/news/article/6697/Fewer-people-seeking-to-become-Catholic-during-pandemic


RELATIONAL
AUTHORITY

https://www.springtideresearch.org/the-state-of-religion-young-people/
https://www.amazon.com/State-Religion-Young-People-2020/dp/1641211407/
https://youtu.be/0OAsHHFse1w
https://youtu.be/ryjsSnjyeeg


BUILDING
RELATIONSHIPS

https://www.philanthropydaily.com/envelopes-and-obligation-whats-wrong-with-catholic-parish-fundraising-and-how-to-fix-it/
https://www.wnpr.org/post/millennials-and-charitable-giving-new-approach-philanthropy
https://www.wnpr.org/post/millennials-and-charitable-giving-new-approach-philanthropy
https://youtu.be/R4EMDo8ztt0
https://reply.osv.com/newhope


HOSTING A
BOOK CLUB

In Person: You could host your book clubs in person, outside, socially distant. You might even have some families
who live in the same neighborhood who might want to meet together. It’s an option. 

Small Virtual Groups: You can have people sign up for a day of the week and time with a system like SignUp
Genius or SignUp.com and have each small group leader set up their own virtual meeting. Zoom or even Google
Meet are great options. This very closely mimics having people sign up for an in-person group but meeting virtually
instead of in-person. They can also go from virtual to in-person and back again as necessary. 

Large Group with Small Group Breakouts: One of my favorite online meeting experiences has been a large
group meeting with breakout rooms. You can accomplish this on Zoom with a standard meeting account (also with
the free meeting account if your meeting is less than 40 minutes). You’ll begin your meeting with a large group
discussion or presentation, then split your participants into small groups to have a discussion. One of the hard
things about virtual meetings is not everyone being able to participate to share, so that’s why I love the breakout
room options. It’s gives the opportunity for smaller groups without needing to find leaders to host. I found this
video that explains the feature, including how to set it up. 

Facebook Groups: A Facebook group is a great way for you to create some discussion virtually without having a
meeting or a meeting time. Everyone gets a book, you create a private Facebook Group (meaning people have to
request to join), and have a few leaders pose questions for discussion. Then your participants can use the
comments to chat. You can do a Facebook Live with your group where you have someone leading the discussion
taking questions or comments in the chat. 

https://www.flipsnack.com/OSVOffertory/osv-new-hope-book-club.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/OSVOffertory/osv-new-hope-book-club.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://signup.com/
http://zoom.us/
http://zoom.us/
https://meet.google.com/
https://youtu.be/dNCrdSnnqiU


MOVIE 
WATCHING

GROUP

https://bustedhalo.com/life-culture/spiritual-streaming-5-catholic-themed-films-for-your-next-movie-night
https://www.osvnews.com/2021/01/15/6-secular-films-and-6-religious-films-that-all-catholics-should-watch/
https://buildfaith.org/movies-at-church/
https://www.fatimathemovie.com/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0133093/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0122459/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4925292/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7653254/


PODCAST
CLUB

Crisis: Clergy Abuse in the Catholic Church 

What God Is Not 

Blessed Is She 

https://www.thecatholicfeministpodcast.com/shownotes/karna
https://www.osvnews.com/2020/09/14/new-podcast-series-examines-history-of-u-s-clergy-sex-abuse/
https://catholicproject.catholic.edu/
https://whatgodisnot.buzzsprout.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3ifxPSQgHc5pb07s5LiS-gE0HDnT3iXW
https://anchor.fm/blessed-is-she-podcast


OUR LADY
OF THE ROSARY

https://www.fatimathemovie.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Marian_apparitions
http://www.vatican.va/special/rosary/documents/litanie-lauretane_en.html


VIRTUAL
EVANGELIZATION

https://www.osvnews.com/2020/08/18/editorial-the-virtual-trend-means-its-a-prime-moment-for-evangelization/
https://www.osvnews.com/2020/08/18/editorial-the-virtual-trend-means-its-a-prime-moment-for-evangelization/
https://jesuitical.libsyn.com/ep-147
https://osvpriorityplan.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/rate-your-parish-website-tool.pdf
https://www.osv.com/parish-diocese/digital-solutions/parish-websites/


WELCOME
MINISTRY
INITIATIVE



CELEBRATING
DIVERSITY

Ste. Anne novena schedule as an example 

Friday, July 17 — Honoring Asian Culture: China, India, Japan, Philippines, Vietnam and Korea 
Saturday, July 18 — Honoring African Culture: African-American, Benin, Congo, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria,
Rwanda and Uganda 
Sunday, July 19 — Honoring French and French-Canadian Culture: Special recognition of Ste. Anne founders
and Ste. Anne School alumni 
Monday, July 20 — Honoring Chaldean Culture 
Tuesday, July 21 — Honoring Latino Culture: Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua and Spain 
Wednesday, July 22 — Honoring Albanian Culture 
Thursday, July 23 — Honoring Western European Culture: Austria, Germany, Italy and Malta 
Friday, July 24 — Honoring Eastern European Culture: Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland,
Slovakia and Slovenia 
Saturday, July 25 — Honoring Celtic and British Culture: Ireland, England, Scotland and Wales 
Sunday, July 26 — Feast of Ste. Anne 

https://detroitcatholic.com/news/daniel-meloy/basilica-of-ste-anne-prepares-to-celebrate-historic-novena-both-online-and-in-person
https://detroitcatholic.com/news/detroit-catholic/photo-gallery-ste-anne-novena-honors-metro-detroits-diverse-catholic-cultures


ENGAGEMENT
OR ENCOUNTER



HARD CONVERSATIONS 
BEGIN WITH EMPATHY

Perspective Taking: We choose to take off our own lens
and see the world as the other person might see it. We
connect not with the exact experience, but instead with
the same feeling that we’ve experienced before. About
ten years ago a co-worker’s husband died very
unexpectedly. Another woman was trying to connect with
her afterward and said, “I know exactly how you’re
feeling.” This woman was a single woman who had never
been married and didn’t have children. Exactly was a bit
of a stretch. My co-worker shared this story with me
following it up with, “She really doesn’t get me at all.” This
miss at empathy drove a deeper wedge between them
rather than the intended connection. 

Understanding the Other Person’s Feelings: This
involves being aware of the large range of emotions that
humans can feel. It’s more than happy, mad, sad, and
glad. The array of human emotions is wide and vast, and
the more we understand all of the emotions God gave us,
the more we can connect with others. Here are some
resources for understanding emotions including their
subtle nuances better: List of Core Emotions, The
Feelings Wheel (my favorite), and Emotional Equations
Book (a transformational way to think about emotions). 

Mindfulness or Paying Attention: This involves paying
attention to what the person is saying, the emotions
they’re feeling, and sitting there with them in it. Empathy
calls us to hold space for someone else to sit in their
feelings. Not to over-react, but to feel the feeling,
understand why they’re feeling this way, and establishing
what they need to continue. 

Being Nonjudgmental: When we stay out of judgment,
we are refraining from telling this person how they should
feel, judging their (perceived by us) under- or over-
reaction to the situation, and letting them know that we
hear them. Maybe someone comes to you with an
experience of failure or sin in the faith, ensuring you don’t
respond with, “Yup, you really messed up big time and
there’s not a lot you can do to fix it. So glad I’ve never
been there.” That’s not empathy, that doesn’t drive
connection, and it doesn’t let that other person know
you’ve seen them. 

Communicating Your Understanding: When we’ve
taken note of what the other person is feeling, we then
communicate our understanding of their emotion. You
could say something like “What I hear you saying is that
you’re frustrated.” This gives them an opportunity to say,
“Yeah, that’s what I’m feeling” or “No, not at all, I’m more
disappointed because…” If they aren’t sure what they’re
feeling, or you aren’t sure what you’re feeling most of the
time I’d encourage you to practice by asking “What am I
feeling?” throughout the day. Increase your emotional
literacy and understand the different nuances of the
different emotions. I can say that for me this has been
transformational in my life. 

https://transformyourparish.com/2019/09/09/dicey-conversations/
https://www.amazon.com/o/ASIN/0399592520/oursunvis-20
https://www.amazon.com/o/ASIN/0399592520/oursunvis-20
https://youtu.be/1Evwgu369Jw
https://brenebrown.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/List-of-Core-Emotions-1-2020.pdf
https://d207ibygpg2z1x.cloudfront.net/image/upload/v1586561082/articles_upload/content/ejuktec3mb8wv51i9nlm.png
http://amazon.com/o/ASIN/1451607261/oursunvis-20


THE
FAMILY

ROOM



LISTENING
WITH INTENT

TO LEARN

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOqusHxitmE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQ3xy4ZSWfM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tgi2c1RD9_4
https://www.carrotsformichaelmas.com/2020/06/20/the-false-gods-of-american-politics/
https://aleteia.org/2020/06/01/saints-who-fought-racism/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/blacksaintsnovena/
https://www.instagram.com/mhunterkilmer/


BUILD A
EUCHARISTIC

ADORATION CHAPEL

https://www.osvnews.com/2019/11/06/what-does-the-rise-of-the-nones-mean-for-christians-today/


ANGEL TREES
ON AMAZON



HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED
WHAT YOUR PARISHIONERS
ARE THINKING?

Engage and connect your parishioners
Create one shared vision
Establish foundation for stewardship
Increase focus on evangelization
Outstanding consultation, customer service, and support

https://youtu.be/yRJGBw9FCv4
https://youtu.be/yRJGBw9FCv4
https://www.osv.com/parish-diocese/consulting-services/parish-vision-plan/
https://www.osv.com/parish-diocese/consulting-services/parish-vision-plan/
https://reply.osv.com/ParishVisionPlan
https://reply.osv.com/ParishVisionPlan



