
Resources from Keeping the Faith, Week #4: April 15th   

Message of Hope: 
Michael & Alicia Hernon are the founders of The Messy Family Project, a ministry that gives advice and 

encouragement to parents in order to spark a conversation between spouses on how to be the best 

parents for their children. These parents of 10 children ages 7 to 24 offer inspirational and practical 

insights into family life through their podcast, which is downloaded over 20,000 times every month, and 

through their website www.messyfamilyproject.org. 

Messy Easter 
 

Parish Community Building: 
Katie Herzing is a Senior Parish Coach for the Parish Vision Plan at OSV. She works with parishes around 

the country to create a plan for transformation with aspects of hospitality, community, discipleship, and 

evangelization. She writes regularly at TransformYourParish.com. 

What Happens Next: https://transformyourparish.com/2020/04/13/what-happens-next/ 

• Plan an after Mass gathering for all Masses with something as simple as punch and cookies or 

coffee and doughnuts. 

• Have a Parish Potluck on Sunday afternoon following the final Mass in your schedule. 

• Pull out all the stops for the first Liturgy back with music, incense, greeters, homily, etc. Make it 

a celebrate akin to Easter or Christmas to celebrate your community. Hopefully this reunion will 

happen during the Easter season so a plan for Pentecost or Corpus Christi (or both) would be 

great! 

• Have a Eucharistic Procession around the parish grounds and neighborhood. 

• Host a 40-hours Devotion (or 24 hours) in Thanksgiving for an end to the crisis! 

• Plan a big youth ministry event to celebrate being together again! Bring the whole family in to 

celebrate! 

Sustaining Parish Offertory: 
Lois Wajer has worked at OSV for 9 years, starting as Customer Service Representative then moving to 

Digital Product Specialist, Associate Sales Manager before becoming Sales Manager and now Senior 

Sales Operations Manager. Lois’ role includes a focus on Digital Products and sales operations. 

Set Up Online Giving 

• If you do NOT have a digital giving solution in place, now is the time to set it up. You can be set 

up in less than 10 days, ready to receive donations from parishioners. 

• (800) 348-2886, x3000 to speak to an OSV specialist. 

Faith Formation Resources: 
Katy Maier is a Senior Account Executive with OSV. Katy holds a master’s degree in Educational 

Leadership, and her experience as a DRE as well as a Catholic School Assistant Principal drives her 

motivation to help children and families live out our Catholic faith, both in and outside of the home, as 

Disciples of Jesus.  
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Digital Retreats 
How to utilize resources from Encounter With Christ: Free At-Home Resources 

Join Katy on April 21st at 3pm Eastern for a more in-depth webinar. Register Here 

Our Sunday Visitor News: 
Gretchen R. Crowe is editor of Our Sunday Visitor and editorial director for periodicals at OSV.  

Being An Easter People: https://osvnews.com/2020/04/14/editorial-easter-homilies-speak-to-the-hope-

of-the-resurrection/ 

Keeping the Faith Newsletter: https://reply.osv.com/covid-19 

News Coverage: https://www.osvnews.com/2020/03/12/the-church-and-coronavirus/ 

Spiritual Reading & Books: 
Mary Beth Baker is Senior Acquisitions Editor at OSV, overseeing curation and strategy of OSV's trade 

books. 

This week, thinking about encouraging families to use this time in quarantine well, I want to highlight 

some of OSV’s books for children. Reading together is a great way to spend time together and learn 

about the Faith as a family. We have a number of excellent resources available at 

https://www.osvcatholicbookstore.com/product-category/children. Our top recommendations: 

For praying together with children:  
The Catholic Prayer Book for Children 

For reading aloud together with children: 
Saintly Rhymes for Modern Times by Meghan Bausch 

Light of Heaven: A Children’s Book of Saints by Adalee Hude (Also available on Kindle) 

And the companion coloring book 

God the Father and the Best Day Ever, written by Gracie Jagla, illustrated by Jacob Popcak 

And for younger children, we have a number of board books, including Glory Be Saints A to Z and six Tiny 

Saints board books. 

BOOKS FOR DIGITAL RETREATS AND GROUP STUDIES 
Expanding on the idea of a digital retreat, we have a number of books that are well suited for group 

study, even if that “group” is meeting virtually. If parishioners want to come together online to go 

deeper in their faith (or perhaps to form a book study or Bible study), here are some great book 

recommendations:   

Prayerful and light-hearted: 
Thus Sayeth the Lord: A Fresh Take on the Prophets (Julie Davis) 

Clueless in Galilee: A Fresh Take on the Gospels (Mac Barron) 
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For spiritual growth: 
A God Who Questions by Leonard J. DeLorenzo.  

A Life of Conversion: Meeting Christ in the Gospels by Derek Rotty 

Who Am I, Lord? Finding Your Identity in Christ by Joe Heschmeyer 

Jesus: The Story You Thought You Knew by Deacon Keith Strohm 

Father Mitch Pacwa’s Bible study series (Saved, The Holy Spirit, Mary, and The Eucharist) 

Inspirational and Educational reads (for book study): 
The Fisherman’s Tomb by John O’Neill 

Timeless: A History of the Catholic Church by Steve Weidenkopf (includes a free digital study guide) 

61 Minutes to a Miracle by Bonnie Engstrom 

Padre Pio: The True Story by C. Bernard Ruffin 
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