
Resources from Keeping the Faith, Week #2: April 1st   

Message of Hope: 
Dr. Joseph White is a child and family psychologist and Director of Catechetical Resources for OSV. He is 

the author of the new book, Listening for God in Everyday Life. 

Holy Week at Home for children: Videos & Resources 
Allelu Show (Episode 1): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9cxJCsFuv8 

At Home Worksheet: https://www.sharingcatholicfaith.com/upload/Allelu%20K%20Lesson%2024.pdf  

Lesson: http://allelu.com/pdf/889600_Lesson%2024.pdf 

In Spanish: https://www.sharingcatholicfaith.com/upload/Allelu%20K%20Lesson%2024%20Spanish.pdf 

New Episodes will be shared on his YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5bJjXydkKzXyxDvGi1Ra6g  

Additional Resources are Planned: 

Palm Sunday:  
For kids under 7, watch this Palm Sunday story online: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9cxJCsFuv8&t=95s 

Use the printable Child and Family Activity Page and the Home Session plan linked to the video to have a 

comprehensive family lesson on Palm Sunday. 

Read the Scripture that tells about Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11), and have a 

procession through the house, either with palms from last year’s Palm Sunday liturgy (some people save 

them) or with “palms” made of paper. 

Printable Palms: https://www.catholicicing.com/printable-palms-for-palm-sunday-free/  

Holy Thursday: 
For kids under 7, watch the “Allelu Show” video on Holy Thursday, and use the printable Child and 

Family Activity Page and Home Session plan linked to the video. 

Read the Scripture about Jesus washing his disciples’ feet (John 13:1-15), and wash one another’s feet as 

a family. 

Bake bread together and talk about how Jesus gave himself to us in the form of Bread at the Last 

Supper.  

Good Friday: 
For children under 7, use the Easter Egg Stations of the Cross at this link: 

http://allelu.com/pdf/WebActivity34_Les23.pdf 

Make paper signs with numbers 1-14, and hang them in order around the house. Use the Scriptural 

Stations of the Cross from the US Bishops (http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-

devotions/stations-of-the-cross/scriptural-stations-of-the-cross.cfm) or another Stations of the Cross, 

and pray the stations together. 
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Get a Crucifix, and put it in a prominent place in your home. Recite this prayer or a similar one together 

as a family: https://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=867. 

Then, take turns venerating the Cross.  

Holy Saturday/Easter Sunday:  
For kids under 7, watch the “Allelu Show” video on the Easter story, and use the printable Child and 

Family Activity Page and Home Session plan linked to the video. 

As a family, dress up in your Easter best, and participate in the Mass via streaming or television. 

Do something joyful together. Spend some time outside if possible. Have an Easter egg hunt in the back 

yard, etc. 

Additional Stations of the Cross Resources: 
At home stations from Catholic All Year for older children. 

For adults, stations: https://www.catholicbuzz.org/stations_on_the_go. 

Parish Community Building: 
Katie Herzing is a Senior Parish Coach for the Parish Vision Plan at OSV. She works with parishes around 

the country to create a plan for transformation with aspects of hospitality, community, discipleship, and 

evangelization. She writes regularly at TransformYourParish.com. 

Email Communication:  
Using an Online Bulletin 

• Create an online bulletin about what’s going on right now 

• Resources for where to find Mass online this Sunday with a handout for any music or readings 

viewers could print ahead of time and use like they would in the church 

• Link to online giving or how to contribute via their regular envelopes 

• Send it out via email 

Email List Lacking? 

• Don’t have email addresses? Do a call campaign by Parish Council, Finance Council, & Staff … 

make a connection with the person and then ask for emails and/or cell phone numbers so we 

can stay in touch.  

• Create an online spreadsheet everyone has access to where they can make updates. 

• Have a staff member update your census software while working from home to track changes! 

Use Google Sheets or Officie365 online to create a single spreadsheet that everyone can update! 

Ways to send Mass Email 

Don’t just send it via your email client, you could be blacklisted! Instead: 

• MailChimp, Constant Contact, FlockNote 

• Census Software, Website Platform 

Need better audio for streaming: Bluetooth Headphones. You can find them at your local store or on 

Amazon, these are the ones I use: https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07HK2976T/r Make sure 

they have a microphone!  
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Or a lapel mic on a cord would be helpful, such as any in this list: 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=lapel+microphone+for+iphone&i=electronics&crid=X7UROKYHHVQC&sp

refix=lapel+mic%2Celectronics%2C154&ref=nb_sb_ss_i_5_9 

Sustaining Parish Offertory: 
Rich Fischer is the Sales Director for Offertory Solutions and Curriculum products for OSV. Prior to his 

work at OSV, Rich was the Diocesan Director in the Burlington, VT. 

Address your parishioners about what’s going on for you and at the parish 

• Send the video in email 

• Post on social media 

• Use your Live Stream  

Messaging Content 

• Communicate regularly – i.e. every Tuesday at 8 am and Friday at 8 am  

• Be Thankful  

• Share the stories, share the message about something that happened in the office this week  

• Remind Parishioners that their generosity is at work  

• Stay positive  

• Share a prayer or resource  

Financial Updates: https://transformyourparish.com/2020/03/20/giving-financial-updates/ 
Set Up Online Giving 

• If you do NOT have a digital giving solution in place, now is the time to set it up. You can be set 

up in less than 10 days, ready to receive donations from parishioners. 

• (800) 348-2886, x3000 to speak to an OSV specialist. 

Faith Formation Resources: 
Mike Hoyt has a background in parish ministry, having served as a Diocesan director for the Diocese of 

Joliet, Director of Religious Education and as a Catholic school teacher and over the last 20 years, he has 

worked in almost every field of parish ministry and specifically with families, young adults, teens and 

children.  

Biblezon: https://www.osvcatholicbookstore.com/offer/m19BZ20  
Tablet for kids to access content. 

Best substitute if you don’t have one or can’t have it shipped immediately would be signing up for the 

30 day free trial of Catholic Brain (below) to use on tablet or phone you already own. 

Catholic Brain: https://www.catholicbrain.com/ 
30 Day free trial for curriculum for individuals as well as a way for parishes to keep families accountable. 

Alive In Christ at Home: https://reply.osv.com/AIC_OnlineResources 
This information can be shared with your parish families to continue to do faith formation at home. 

Our Sunday Visitor News: 
Gretchen R. Crowe is editor of Our Sunday Visitor and editorial director for periodicals at OSV.  
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Making the most of Holy Week at Home: https://www.osvnews.com/2020/03/27/how-to-make-

the-most-of-holy-week-at-home/ 
• Spiritual Treasures 

– Liturgy of the Hours 

– The Rosary 

– Stations of the Cross 

– Praying with Scripture 

– Livestreaming 

• Liturgical Life at Home 

– Palm Sunday 

– Holy Thursday 

– Good Friday 

– Easter 

Sorrowful Mystery Reflections for COVID-19: https://simplycatholic.com/the-sorrowful-

mysteries-of-the-rosary-in-the-time-of-covid-19/  
Pray night prayer with Gretchen and her husband each evening on this Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/osvsimplycatholic/  

Keeping the Faith Newsletter: https://reply.osv.com/covid-19 

News Coverage: https://www.osvnews.com/2020/03/12/the-church-and-coronavirus/ 

Spiritual Reading & Books: 
Mary Beth Baker is Senior Acquisitions Editor at OSV, overseeing curation and strategy of OSV's trade 

books. 

Some new books: 

• Lenny DeLorenzo’s A God Who Questions  

• A Life of Conversion by Derek Rotty;  

• Who Am I, Lord? Finding Your Identity in Christ, by Joe Heschmeyer;  

• Listening for God in Everyday Life, by Joseph White;  

• Jesus: The Story You Thought You Knew by Deacon Keith Strohm  

Books to help Catholics through the practical, very human difficulties of this time in quarantine.  

• Unworried: A Life without Anxiety, by Dr. Greg Popcak;  

• It’s OK to Start with You, by Julia Marie Hogan;  

• Make My Life Simple, by Rachel Balducci;  

• Tuned In: The Power of Pressing Pause and Listening, by Art and Laraine Bennett 

Some great new eBooks: 
Title: A God Who Questions 

Author: Leonard J. DeLorenzo 

eBook: Available on Kindle 

Title: 100 Ways John Paul II Changed the World 

Author: Patrick Novecosky  

eBook: Available on Kindle 
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Title: Listening for God in Everyday Life 

Author: Joseph D. White 

eBook: Available on Kindle 

Free Downloads for All: https://www.osvcatholicbookstore.com/free 

Great ones to share for the Lenten Season: 

Examination of Conscience, The Catholic Guide to Making Lent Matter, The Handbook of Hope, Praying 

the Rosary Kick-Start Guide, and In His Presence: How to Get the most from Eucharistic Adoration 

(helpful for those who want to livestream adoration). 
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